ISSUE  145 


FALL  1998 


The  Semaphore 


FLOCK  NEWS 

http://www.wildparrots.com 


Inside: 
Report 
on  the 
Colombo 
Building 


Issue  Number  145  Fall  1998  •  Page  No  2 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Voice  Mail/Hotline:  255-6799.  Fax:  255-6499. 
Web  Site:  www.overmire.com/thd 


THE  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS  1997-1998 

President:  Gerry  Crowley 

7  Fielding,  781-4201 

Vice  President:  Howard  Wong 

128  Varennes,  982-5055 

Recording  Sec'y: 

Karen  Kevorkian 

17  Bob  Kauffman,  421-4832 

Corresponding  Sec'y: 

Arthur  Chang 

260  Bay,  331-9595  x  733 

Treasurer:  Paul  Switzer 

341  Filbert,  788-8667 

Financial  Sec'y:  James 
Attwood,  221  Filbert,  433-61 1 8 

Historian:  Rhoda  Robinson 

276  Francisco,  781-5221 


Ex  Officio: 

Joe  Luttrell 

28  Napier  Lane,  433-2105 

Semaphore  Editor:  Patricia  Cady 

480  Vallejo,  397-2175 

Semaphore  Staff: 

Advertising  &  Business 
Manager: 

Sheila  Black 

1424  Kearny,  398-7090 

Directors  1998-2000 

Sheila  Black 

1424  Kearny,  398-7090 

Larry  Habegger 

8  Napier  Lane,  986-6560 


Dennis  McElrath 

383  Lombard,  387-0201 

Dale  Weidmer 

373  Lombard,  781-0335 

Directors  1998-1999 : 

Billie  Atlas 

1730  Kearny,  433-1634 

Julienne  Christensen 

26  Child,  552-7774 

Stan  Hayes 

25  Napier  Lane,  982-4554 

Nancy  Shanahan 

522  Filbert,  986-7094 


INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE 


Editor's  Desk  3 

President’s  Letter  5 

THD  Board  Resolutions  6 

Social  News  6 

Membership  Report  7 

Planning  &  Zoning  Report  8 

Neighborhood  Beautification  Report  9 
Parking  and  Traffic  Report  1 3 


Pioneer  Project  -  Out  To  Bid!  1 3 

4  Generations  on  Grant  1 5 

Gateway  Going  Down? 

(The  Columbo  Building)  16 

Schedule:  Free  Sunday  Concerts  1 8 

Back  to  School:  Volunteer!  20 

Scenes  at  the  Street  Fair  23 

Local  Re-Designer  Myrna  R  Elgie  24 


Wild  Parrots  ofTelegraph  Hill  24 

Snapshots  by  Jerry  Hurtado  25 

News  from  the  North  Beach  Library  28 
THD  Committees  Need  You  31 


Printed 


on  Recycled  paper 


COVER:  San  Francisco's  Wild  Parrots  have  their  own 
website  containing  daily  Flock  News  postings  from 
Mark  Bittner  who  took  this  photo  of  "Dogen." 

The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except  for  the  summary 


of  Board  of  Directors'  Motions,  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
official  position  of  the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the 
opinions  of  the  writers  of  the  individual  signed  articles.  The 
Association  can  take  no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This 
membership  publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminat¬ 
ed  without  written  permission. 


Issue  Number  145  Fall  1998  •  Page  No  3 


EDITOR'S  DESK 

A  few  years  ago  a  Washington  Square  mer¬ 
chant  who  wanted  to  replace  his  building  with  a 
parking  lot  was  denied  a  demolition  permit  by 
the  City  which,  then,  agreed  with  locals:  Tear 
down  history-rich  structures  that  define  the 
neighborhood  and  gradually  remove  reasons  for 
living  and  visiting  here.  In  contrast,  passersby 
disgusted  by  the  recently  blighted  site  of  the 
City-demolished  North  Beach  Garage  on  Vallejo 
Street  see  the  work  of  a  far  different  Planning 
Department  that  isn't  concerned  about  standards 
set  by  previous  administrations  to  protect 
historic  neighborhoods.  Destruction  of  a  sound 
1920  building  to  gain  just  65  parking  spaces  has 
yielded  a  $10  million  hole  in  the  ground  which 
represents  City  government's  turnaround  from 
partner  to  predator. 

Elsewhere,  neighbors  who  temporarily  won 
the  war  against  a  development  threatening  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden  are  uniting  with  others 
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in  opposing  Rite-Aid's  intent  to  open  a  totally 
inappropriate  10,000-square-foot  store  on 
Washington  Square,  and,  simultaneously,  work¬ 
ing  to  stop  the  demolition  of  the  Colombo 
Building  (See  "Gateway  Going  Down?"  in  this 
issue).  The  2-story  Colombo  Building  is  the 
symbolic  last  stand  of  a  neighborhood  targeted 
for  dramatic  redevelopment;  it's  the  boundary 
between  us  and  a  north-moving  building 
program  that  will  replace  the  structures  defining 
North  Beach  with  highrises  as  mean  and  miser¬ 
able  as  in  any  exploited  neighborhood. 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  started  almost  fifty 
years  ago,  not  as  a  social  club,  but  as  the  only 
barrier  against  a  freeway  planned  by  downtown 
interests  to  cut  through  the  Hill.  Members  are 
meeting  now,  working  out  strategies  for  the 
Colombo  Building,  Rite-Aid  and  other  local 
concerns;  to  join  them,  contact  THD's  Planning 
&  Zoning  Committee — 986-7070. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 


Since  taking  office  I  have 
learned  that,  for  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers,  there  is  no  slow  or 
dull  season.  The  Board  chose 
to  give  itself  a  month  off  in 
July  by  not  having  a  meeting. 
The  scheme  worked  until  July 
28  when  an  emergency  meet¬ 
ing  was  called  to  determine 
the  right  course  to  take  regard¬ 
ing  a  bequest  to  THD  from  the 
late  Jack  Early.  Although  Jack 
died  last  December,  it  wasn't 
until  a  couple  of  months  later 
that  two  handwritten  wills 
were  discovered  in  his  home. 
The  earlier  will,  which  was 
signed  and  dated,  left  a 


$10,000  bequest  to  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers.  Another  will, 
neither  signed  nor  dated,  left 
THD  a  larger  amount,  most  of 
it  designated  for  specific  pro¬ 
jects,  including  tree  planting, 
maintenance  of  Jack  Early 
Park,  purchases  of  trash  cans, 
and  of  five  stone  tiles  on  one 
of  the  new  steps  planned  for 
Pioneer  Park.  Since  the  Public 
Administrator's  office  does  not 
consider  the  second  will  valid, 
the  Board  of  Directors  autho¬ 
rized  Board  attorneys— Nancy 
Shanahan  and  Joe  Luttrell— to 
work  with  me  in  securing  the 
legal  services  of  a  specialist  in 


estate,  wills 
and  trust  law 
to  represent 
THD's  inter¬ 
ests.  Whatever 
the  outcome, 
we  are  grateful 
to  Jack  who 
gave  so  much  to  The  Hill  over 
four  decades  and,  after  death, 
gave  more.  His  gift  is  causing 
many  of  us  to  reflect  on  our 
own  final  wishes  and  to  con¬ 
sider  how  we  might  affect  the 
future  of  our  neighborhood 
with  a  bequest. 

At  press  time  Nancy,  Joe 


The  President, 

Gerry  Crowley 


continued  on  page  28 
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THD  BOARD  RESOLUTIONS 


May  12,  1998 
No  motions  passed. 

June  9,  1998 

The  Board  discussed  and  approved  the  following 
motions: 

THD  will  appeal  the  City's  Negative  Declaration 
which  states  that  the  proposed  conversion  of  945 


Battery  Street  will  have  no  environmental  impact. 
THD  will  terminate  membership  in  the  Coalition 
for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods. 

July,  1998 

No  regular  meeting  held  during  Summer  break. 
For  details  of  a  7/28  emergency  meeting,  see 
President's  Letter  in  this  issue. 


SOCIAL  NEWS 

By  Diana  Blank  and  Mary  Purdy-Read 

The  first  social  event  under  the 
direction  of  Diana  Blank  and 
Mary  Purdy-Read  took  place 
July  14  at  the  recently  opened 
Black  Cat  on  Broadway  at 
Kearny.  Over  100  members 
were  introduced  to  Reed 
Hearon's  Blue  Bar-his  down¬ 
stairs  jazz  bar,  and  enjoyed 
complimentary  hors  d'oeuvres. 
Because  of  limited  capacity  we 
were,  unfortunately,  unable  to 
accommodate  all  interested 
members;  a  reminder  that  it's  a 
good  idea  to  RSVP  ASAP  to 
secure  reservations  to  THD's 
very  popular  parties.  You  will 
receive  a  postcard  invitation  to 
the  next  event  in  October. 

Coming  up--Members  who 
have  pre-reserved  tickets  will 
attend  a  special  SF  Symphony 
event  on  September  11.  A 
General  Membership  Dinner 
Meeting  is  planned  in 
November,  and  this  year's 
Holiday  Party  at  Julius  Castle 
takes  place  December  6. 


Board  member  Karen  Kevorkian  joined  other  THD'ers  who  were  treated 
to  a  pre-election  inside  look  at  the  renovation  underway  at  City  Hall. 
Photo  by  (new  member)  Rhoda  Feldman. 


A  Celebration  of  the  Life  of  Jack  Early  and  his  Contribution  to 
Telegraph  Hill:  On  Sunday,  May  31,  friends  and  neighbors  shared 
remembrances,  stories  and  history  at  Jack  Early  Park.  Officially  dedi¬ 
cated  as  a  City  park  in  1987,  its  roots  stem  to  1962  when  Jack  Early 
single-handedly  created  one  of  his  many  contributions  to  the  Hill. 

The  park  with  a  magnificent  view  is  located  on  Grant  Avenue  at 
Pfeiffer  Street.  Photo  by  Howard  J.  Wong. 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


By  James  Attwood 

Welcome  to  New  Members 

Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined  us 
since  the  publication  of  the  last  Semaphore: 

Douce  Francois  &  Joseph  Freitas,  Suzanne 
Keebler,  Michele  Borges  &  Ronald  Szydlo, 
Naomi  Maloney,  Alfred  Chiarucci,,  Jo  Beaton 
&  Phil  Cousineau,  Robert  &  Lori  Krolik, 


Robert  McMillan,  Peggy  &  David  Ross,  Scott 
Durcanin,  Rhoda  Feldman,  Igor  Goulaevsky, 
Scott  &  Jennifer  Henderson,  Blandina  Farley, 
Kathleen  Dooley,  Cecilia  Caroe,  Zac  Fisher,  Cal 
Anderson,  Cathy  O'Leary,  Norman  Eide,  Donna 
Watke,  Judy  Wilbur,  Sylvia  Shorris,  Thomas 
Green,  Robert  Kastl,  Dave  Swan,  and  Brian 
Finley  &  Nini  McCabe. 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up,  as  a  member  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 
Complete  and  mail  to  THD,  PO  Box  330159,  SF,  CA  94133 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

CITY: _ 

STATE: _ ZIP: _ 

PHONE _ 

CHECK  ENCLOSED  FOR  1-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
Single  $25  d  Family  $40  0  Senior  $15  0 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and 
Aaron  Peskin 

The  following  are  updates  of 
ongoing  projects  and  informa¬ 
tion  on  new  projects  that  have 
been  proposed  since  the  last 
Semaphore. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  TELE¬ 
GRAPH  HILL  HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/ 
Alta  Street  Condo  Develop¬ 
ment  (20-30  Alta).  When  there 
are  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
made,  developers  don't  give  up 
easily.  THD's  appeal  of  the 
Planning  Department's  Initial 
Study  (which  determined  that 
an  EIR  will  be  required  for  the 
project,  but  seriously  limited 
the  scope  of  the  EIR  —  see 
Summer  '98  Semaphore)  has 
not  been  responded  to  by  the 
Planning  Department.  THD’s 
follow-up  letters  have  gone 
unanswered.  We  are  monitor¬ 
ing  the  project  closely  to  deter¬ 
mine  our  next  steps.  Stay 
tuned. 

2.  224  Filbert  Street.  The  P 

&  Z  Committee  reviewed  the 
proposal  to  make  modest  exte¬ 
rior  alterations  to  this  historic 
building  on  the  corner  of  the 
Filbert  Steps  and  Napier  Lane 
and  commented  at  the 


Landmarks  Board  hearing.  The 
Landmarks  Board  recommend¬ 
ed  a  Certificate  of  Appropriate¬ 
ness  at  its  hearing  on  July  15. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTH¬ 
EAST  WATERFRONT  HIS¬ 
TORIC  DISTRICT 

1.  945  Battery  Street,  a 

beautiful  brick  warehouse  on 
the  corner  of  Green  Street  that 
predates  the  1906  earthquake, 
has  been  proposed  for  conver¬ 
sion  to  an  office  building.  After 
filing  an  appeal  on  the  Planning 
Department's  Negative  Dec¬ 
laration  which  stated  that  the 
project  would  not  adversely 
impact  the  building  or  the  his¬ 
toric  district,  THD  was  able  to 
work  with  the  project  sponsors 
and  the  City  to  reach  a  compro¬ 
mise  solution.  The  project 
sponsor  agreed  to  reduce  the 
size  and  change  the  configura¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  roof  top 
addition  to  significantly  reduce 
its  visual  impacts.  In  addition, 
the  project  sponsors  have 
agreed  to  preserve  in  place  five 
of  six  of  the  original  wooden 
loading  dock  doors.  The 
Landmarks  Board  lauded  THD 
and  the  project  sponsor  on 
working  together  to  make  the 
project  better.  Thanks  to  Joe 
Lutrell  and  James  Attwood  as 
well  as  the  project  sponsor,  Rob 
Birmingham,  for  devoting  so 


much  time  to  this  effort. 

2.  150  Green  Street.  THD 

sent  a  letter  to  the  project 
sponsor  setting  forth  our  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  demolition  of  this 
historic  building  within  the  his¬ 
toric  district.  The  project  is 
undergoing  environmental  re¬ 
view  and  the  building  owner  is 
currently  having  an  EIR  pre¬ 
pared.  We  will  review  and  com¬ 
ment  on  it  when  it  is  circulated 
for  review. 


III.  NORTH  BEACH  NEIGH¬ 
BORHOOD  COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

1.  Rite- Aid  Store  in  the 
Pagoda  Palace  Theater  (1741 

Powell)  across  from 
Washington  Square  Park.  It's 
time  to  go  en  masse  to  the 
Planning  Commission.  Rite 
Aid  has  applied  for  their  condi¬ 
tional  use  permit  and  a  hearing 
is  tentatively  set  for  September 
10.  We  have  requested  that  the 
hearing  be  held  in  the  evening 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  will 
send  every  member  a  mailing 
when  we  know  the  exact  date. 

ATTENDING  THE  PLANNING 
COMMISSION  HEARING 
WILL  BE  CRITICAL  TO  STOP¬ 
PING  THIS  INAPPROPRIATE 
PROJECT. 


continued  on  page  22 
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Neighborhood  Beautification 
Committee  Report 


Co-Chairs  Staci  Shember  and  Suzanne  Nelson 

The  N.I.C.E.  Committee  has  changed  its 
name!  In  the  interests  of  increased  clarity  and 
using  the  model  of  the  Mayor's 
Neighborhood  Beautification  Fund,  we  have 
become  THD's  Neighborhood  Beautification 
Committee.  As  such  we  look  forward  to  con¬ 
tinuing  our  efforts  to  increase  community 
participation  in  beautifying  our  streets  and 
gardens,  to  recognize  the  achievements  and 
efforts  of  individuals  and  businesses  who 
enhance  our  City,  and  to  further 
investigate  new  opportunities  to 
work  together  with  the  commu¬ 
nities  around  us  in  improving 
our  lives. 

With  so  many  goals  to 
achieve,  the  new  co-chairs  want 
you!  Our  newly  reformed  com¬ 
mittee  needs  new  members  to 
help  out  with  the  activities  men¬ 
tioned  below,  as  well  as  to  help 
create  new  ways  to  enhance  our 
neighborhood.  We  are  having  an 
informal  new  member  party  on 
Saturday,  September  19  at  the 
home  of  THD’s  president,  Gerry 
Crowley.  If  you  are  interested  in  what  we  do 
or  have  new  ideas  for  us,  please  feel  free  to 
drop  by  7  Fielding  (off  Stockton  Street)  or  call 
Suzanne  Nelson  at  415-986-6210.  The  party 
begins  at  3  pm. 

AWARDS 

Heritage  of  the  Hill  is  presented  to  local 


businesses  which  have  existed  for  more  than 
25  years  and  who  provide  an  "opportunity  to 
savor  the  history  and  character  of  North 
Beach  and  Telegraph  Hill".  In  conjunction 
with  last  issue's  cover  story,  we  are  proud  to 
give  Peter  Macchiarini  this  award  in  his  fifti¬ 
eth  year  on  Grant.  As  Pat  Cady  wrote:  "This 
is  Macchiarini's  50th  year  of  maintaining  a 
studio  on  Upper  Grant  Avenue,  making  his 
shop  one  of  the  oldest  consistently  main¬ 
tained  studio /galleries  in  the  country,  con¬ 
stantly  visited  by  new  generations  of  interna¬ 
tional  artists  who  come  by  to 
show  Peter  their  own  work,  and 
to  be  inspired  by  his."  Mr. 
Macchiarini  richly  deserves  this 
award  for  maintaining  his  stu¬ 
dio  in  our  neighborhood. 

A  new  category  of  award  has 
been  established  to  recognize 
the  efforts  of  organizations  and 
individuals  in  the  media  which 
create  awareness  of  local  issues. 
Such  awareness  is  a  powerful 
tool  in  aiding  our  fight  to  keep 
intact  the  history  and  ambiance 
of  our  neighborhood.  We  inau¬ 
gurate  this  award,  the  Voice  of 
the  Hill,  by  recognizing  a  newspaper,  The 
Independent,  and  in  particular,  two  of  its 
journalists:  Emily  Soares  and  Faura  Peterson. 
Although  both  journalists  have  recently  left 
the  Bay  Area  for  new  jobs  elsewhere,  they 
have  left  behind  an  extraordinary  legacy  and 
challenge  for  their  successors. 

Ms.  Soares  has  written  well  informed  and 

continued  on  pg  10 


Peter  Macchiarini  at  San  Francisco  Art 
Festival  in  Civic  Center,  1948.  Photo 
courtesy  of  Peter  and  Nella  Macchiarini. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  BEAUTIFICATION  REPORT  continued  from  page  9 


powerful  articles  on  such 
recent  topics  as  the  Bill  Bailey 
cottage  (Locals  fight  to  save 
landmark,  12/30/97),  the 
North  Beach  garage  (North 
Beach  residents  fight  new 
garage,  2/17/98),  the 
Colombo  Building  (Residents 
give  Mayor  an  earful, 
3/10/98)  ,  Rite  Aid  (Local 
merchants  slam  proposed 
drugstore,  10/29/9 7)  and  the 
Grace  Marchant  gardens 
(Victory  in  long  Marchant 
Garden  battle,  10/11/97). 

Ms.  Peterson  has  focused 
her  efforts  on  bringing  to 
light  the  disturbing  trend 
away  from  preservation  con¬ 
cerns  in  recent  City  planning 
decisions.  Her  articles  have 
covered  many  of  the  different 
aspects  of  this  problem,  from 
the  budget  cuts  of  the 
Landmarks  Board 

(Landmarks  board  delt  blow 
by  Planning,  8/5/97),  to  the 
disappearance  of  cottages  in 
historic  districts  (Telegraph, 
Russian  Hill  cottages  slowly 
fading  from  S.F.,  3/10/98) 
and  the  City's  lack  of  concern 
about  historic  resources 
(Preservationists  say  city  not 
giving  historic  buildings 
their  due,  6/16/98). 

These  awards  show  our 
gratitude  and  recognition  of 
the  continued  focus  and 


"press"  we  have  been  given 
by  these  2  journalists  and  The 
Independent.  We  tender  our 
support  and  appreciation  for 
this  paper's  timely,  forthright 
and  hardhitting  reporting 
about  issues  which  affect 
nearly  every  aspect  of  our 
daily  lives  here  in  the  City 
and  on  our  own  Hill. 

We  are  also  establishing 
another  new  award,  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Preservation  Award.  This 
award  recognizes  property 
owners  and  architects  who 
proactively  work  to  preserve 
and  restore  their  historical 
site  or  building.  At  a  time 
when  our  small  houses,  lots, 
and  buildings  are  under 
increasing  pressure  to  be 
fully  developed,  we  would 
like  to  applaud  those  groups 
and  individuals  who  go  to 
great  effort  and  expense  to 
retain  their  historical  struc¬ 
ture  or  site.  Such  work  can 
involve  a  returning  of  a 
facade  to  its  prior  condition, 
the  establishment  of  open 
space,  or  quite  simply  the 
wholesale  restoration  of  one 
of  our  "contributory"  build¬ 
ings.  Frequently,  these  pro¬ 
jects  involve  great  expense, 
not  only  for  the  work  done, 
but  because  the  project  does 
not  build  to  the  maximum 


extent  allowable  by  code.  We 
believe  this  commitment  to 
the  history  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  should  be  celebrated. 
As  such,  we  are  currently 
seeking  nominations  for  the 
first  group  of  awards  in  this 
category,  to  be  presented  in 
December.  Please  cut  out 
and  send  in  the  form  on  pg  11 
or  contact  Suzanne  Nelson  at: 
suzanne_nelson@lotus.com 
or  415-986-6210. 

MURALS 

The  Committee  has  been 
actively  involved  in  pursuing 
applications  to  the  Mayor's 
Neighborhood  Beautification 
Fund  for  grants  to  create 
murals  in  prominent  North 
Beach  locations.  We  are  very 
excited  about  this  new  pro¬ 
gram  and  are  currently  gen¬ 
erating  three  proposals: 

1)  For  one  of  three  possi¬ 
ble  sites  along  either 
Columbus  or  Broadway 
streets,  we  are  hoping  to  hire 
a  recognized  artist,  prefer¬ 
ably  of  local  background,  to 
create  an  ethnically  themed 
mural  representing  the  cul¬ 
tures  of  the  North  Beach  area. 

2)  At  the  North  Beach 
Playground,  we  are  trying  to 
work  with  the  local  schools 
to  have  a  design  competition 

continued  on  pg  11 


Issue  Number  145  Fall  1998  •  Page  No  11 


(with  a  scholarship  award) 
and  cooperative  mural 
painting  project,  again  with 
a  theme  appropriate  to 
North  Beach  ethnic  diversi¬ 
ty- 

3)  In  various  small  spots 
close  to  Washington  Square, 
we  are  looking  to  create  a 
"running  series"  of  paintings 
of  folks  who  are  important 
historically  to  the  North 
Beach  area.  Possible  figures 
include  Jack  Kerouac,  Bob 
Kaufman,  and  Juana 
Briones. 

Suggestions  for  historical 
figures,  artists  or  themes  are 
most  welcome. 


Fall  City  Wide-Sweep 

The  fall  sweep  is  quickly 
approaching.  This  season's 
date  is  Saturday,  November 
7,  1998,  from  9am-12:30pm. 
Everyone  is  encouraged  to 
support  this  little  bit  of 
cleaning  up!  We  will  meet  at 
Washington  Square,  across 
from  the  Cathedral  at  9am. 
We  supply  the  brooms, 
gloves,  bags,  etc.  and  you 
supply  the  hands.  Free  t- 
shirts  for  all  participants. 
Any  who  wish  are  also  invit¬ 
ed  to  join  us  in  patronizing 
one  of  our  local  restaurants 
afterwards.  ❖ 


Special  Thanks 

Please  join  us  in  thanking  Ann 
Halsted  and  Wells  Whitney  for 
their  generosity  over  the 
years.  They  have  graciously 
allowed  their  home  to  be 
available  to  anyone  for 
neighborhood  meetings.  We 
have  certainly  appreciated  the 
use  of  the  "clubhouse." 


Nominations  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Preservation  Award: 

Name: . _ 

Address  of  project/site: _ 

Reason  to  be  considered: _ 

Are  you  interested  in  joining  the  Committee?  It  so,  please  fill  out  the  information 
below  and  mail  to  Box  330159,  SF  94133,  or  contact  Suzanne  Nelson  at  415-986-6210 
or  suzanne_nelson@lotus.com. 

Name: _ 

Phone  number: _ 

Email: _ 

Are  you  available  for  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month?  □  yes  □  no 


Issue  Number  144  Summer  1998  •  Page  No  12 


Web  Site  www.overmire.com/thd. 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945),  a  long¬ 
time  THDer  and  former  officer  has  set  up  this 
exclusive  site  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 
Access  it  to  see  the  sensational  look  he  has 
created,  impressive  to  local  and  international 
browsers  alike.  Lend  him  photographs  and 
graphics  relevant  to  the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in. 
Call  or  e-mail  information  about  upcoming 
meetings  in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City 
agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want  the 
rest  of  us  to  know  about  between  Semaphores. 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Vbtof  FVjrVtng  up  to  200 

1S12S»dO©*S*W  <415*392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
Fish  from  the 
Pacific 


mm 


rdwlllw 

Serving  cenilnaottily  from  fl:4S  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vil!e|o  Street t  (415)  454-1248 


CAESARS 


— 1 


Ur- 


ITALIAN  RESTAURANT 


Lunch  &  Dinner 
Banquet  Facilities 

989-6000 

Bay  &  Powelt,  San  Francicso 
Valet  Parking  1 1  Closed  Mondays 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  &  KAGAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
1-4  I  SI  030-5050 

SB  KEARNY  ST..  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  84IOS-5SOO  CAIS)  382-1431 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY'S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS.  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PATIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)  981-2540 
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Parking  and  Traffic  Committee 


By  Howard  Wong  and  the  Parking  and 
Traffic  Committee 

Prosperous  times  have  brought 
new  restaurants,  construction 
zones,  more  visitors  and  the 
inevitable,  namely  cars,  traffic 
congestion,  parking  disputes, 
traffic  control  officers,  traffic 
tickets  and  the  rarefied  parking 
space.  Fortunately,  many  “A- 
Sticker”  veterans  have  evolved 
into  masters  of  timing,  street 
strategists,  geographic  experts 
and  /  or  Muni  riders. 
Apparently,  as  legend  has  it, 
some  Hill  Dwellers  almost 
never  drive  their  cars  for  fear  of 
losing  their  parking  space. 

The  Parking  and  Traffic 
Committee  meets  monthly 
with  Tom  Folks  of  the 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic,  as  well  as  communicat¬ 
ing  with  Central  Police  Station 
and  Municipal  Railway.  The 
emphasis  is  on  strategic  plan¬ 
ning  to  solve  on-going  prob¬ 
lems. 

An  innovative  concept  has 
been  the  plans  for  Community 
White  Zones,  which  will  group 
white  zones  at  high  profile 
locations,  ultimately  leading  to 
a  more  efficient  number  of 
total  white  zones.  Spearheaded 
by  Paul  Switzer,  the  first  test 
zones  are  being  developed  with 


Parking  and  Traffic. 

A  Parking  Masterplan  for 
North  Beach  is  being  devel¬ 
oped.  Through  the  use  of 
Committee  Neighborhood 
Walks  after  our  Saturday  meet¬ 
ings,  concepts  for  increasing 
public  parking  spaces  are  being 
evaluated.  Ideas  include  com¬ 
munity  white  zones,  metered 
yellow/  white  zones,  multi-use 
yellow/  green/  white  zones, 
stall  size  restriping,  perpendic¬ 
ular  parking  at  limited  areas, 
use  of  private  parking  lots,  taxi 
stands,  shuttle  buses,  integra¬ 
tion  with  public  transporta¬ 
tion _ Your  ideas  are  welcome. 

The  Committee  is  working 
with  DPT  on  enforcement  of 
parking  laws,  especially  at  col¬ 
ored  zones,  hoping  to  increase 
the  availability  of  street  park¬ 
ing.  The  Committee  has  also 
been  involved  with  new  garage 
constructions,  abandoned 
vehicles,  police  car  parking  and 
occasionally  even  broken  street 
lights. 

The  Parking  and  Traffic 
Committee  meets  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  Saturday  morning  of  each 
month,  at  11:00  am  at  Little 
City  Restaurant  on  Union  at 
Powell  Streets.  Coffee  is  pro¬ 
vided.  Feel  free  to  drop  by  and 
chat. 


Pioneer  Park 
Project  at 
Coit  Tower 

Out  to  Bid! 

By  Howard  Wong  and  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project  Team 

It’s  wonderful  to  be  a 
part  of  history.  The  Pioneer 
Park  Project,  its  support¬ 
ers,  contributors,  designers 
and  participants,  are 
indeed  stepping  into  histo¬ 
ry.  On  Saturday,  August  1, 
1998,  the  Advertisement 
for  Bids  was  announced  by 
the  Department  of  Public 
Works  for  the  construction 
of  new  stairways,  terraces, 
pathways  and  landscape 
improvements  on  top  of 
Telegraph  Hill.  Following 
in  the  footsteps  of 
Architects  Arthur  Brown 
and  Henry  Howard,  whose 
1933  design  drawings 
included  similar  stairways 
and  terraces  which  were 
never  constructed,  the 
Pioneer  Park  Project  is 
completing  the  pedestrian 
fabric  of  the  Hill. 


continued  on  pg  14 
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Out  to  Bid!  (continued) 


The  Public/Private  Part¬ 
nership  has  set  high  stan¬ 
dards  for  community  pro¬ 
jects.  The  interaction  of 
every  level  of  government, 
public  agencies  and  civic 
organizations  with  a  diverse 
cross-section  of  our  commu¬ 
nity  has  led  to  a  sophisticated 
and  aesthetic  design.  The  use 
of  rock,  natural  colors,  tex¬ 
tures,  landscaping  and  native 
plants  will  enhance  the  Hill. 
More  importantly,  the  project 
will  address  fundamental 
issues  of  erosion,  safety. 


ADA  accessibility,  mainte¬ 
nance  and  long-term  land¬ 
scape  planning. 

In  a  relatively  short  time 
frame,  over  $900,000  of  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  funds  has 
been  secured.  However, 
fund  raising  is  still  on  going. 
With  current  cost  estimates, 
$100,000  of  additional  funds 
is  required  to  award 
Alternate  Bid  Items  for  full 
rock  curbs  at  stairways, 
lighting,  full  landscaping  and 
finishes.  Major  contributors 
will  be  recognized  on  a 


donor  wall  at  the  stairway  in 
front  of  Coit  Tower.  Also, 
named  stone  tiles  on  new 
stair  risers  can  be  purchased 
for  $500  per  tile.  Over 
$110,000  worth  of  tiles  has 
already  been  sold.  The 
donor  tile  is  a  wonderful  gift 
to  honor  a  loved  one,  family 
member,  friend,  historical 
figure  or  oneself.  Join  the 
names  of  your  neighbors, 
well-known  San  Franciscans 
like  Herb  Caen,  Jack 
Early. ...and  world-wide 
friends  of  Telegraph  Hill.  ❖ 


kayeWoods 

REAL  *  ESTATE 

Selling  fine  properties  since  1973. 

Resident  and  property  owner  on  Telegraph  Hill  since  1976. 

Please  call  us  or  visit  our  website  at 

www.sffinehomes.com 

215  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94133 

(415)  362-1100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 
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4  Generations  on  Grant  Avenue 


By  Patricia  Cady 

ilith  opened  last  May  at  1528  Grant 
Avenue  as  an  upscale  store  selling 
sensationally  fashionable  women's 
clothes  that  arrive  straight  from 
Paris,  a  fact  that  would  astonish  the 
Italian  grocers,  butchers  and  dry  goods  mer¬ 
chants  who  ran  their  own  shops  nearby  when 
North  Beach  was  called  the  "Little  City". 
Lilith's  stylish  proprietress  is  Justine  Kaltenbach; 
her  son  Max,  two  years  old  and  already  at  work 
entertaining  customers,  is  the  fourth-generation 
of  the  Hanna  family  who  have  had  a  wonderful 
time  living  and  working  in  the  neighborhood. 

It  all  started  in  1945  when  Arthur  Hanna 
returned  from  the  war  with  a  $1,500  paycheck 
from  the  Merchant  Marines,  "a  fortune,"  he 
recalls,  that  he  used  to  start  a  business, 
Customwood,  at  1450  Grant  Avenue  where  the 
monthly  rent  was  $25.  He  made  furniture  and 
did  repair  work  for  neighbors  and  merchants;  off 
to  a  good  start,  his  first  customer  was  Gump's. 
Post-war  customers  had  money  to  spend  and  it 
was  a  pleasant,  easygoing  life  for  local  business¬ 
men  who  visited  back  and  forth-Sargent  Johnson 
sold  his  sculptures  from  a  gallery  near  Union  and 
Grant-while  Peter  Macchiarini  and  other  artists 
started  opening  their  own  shops.  Arthur  went 
home  for  lunch  to  the  big  Greenwich  Street  flat 
(also  rented  for  $25  a  month)  where  he  and  his 
wife  Helen  were  rearing  three  young 
children-Kathleen,  Christopher  and  Stephen. 
The  Hannas  remember  when  just  about  every¬ 
thing  a  family  needed  could  be  purchased  on  or 
near  Grant  Avenue.  On  rare  trips  downtown  to 
buy,  for  example,  Catholic  school  uniforms, 
some  youngsters  acted  as  translators  for  their 
mothers  who  spoke  only  Italian.  During  the  war. 


Helen  traded  canned  food  coupons  for  the  fresh 
produce  abundant  in  local  markets,  some  of  it 
from  nearby  "victory  gardens"-the  idea  was  to 


Justine  and  Max-3rd  and  4th  generations  at  new  store,  Lilith, 
grow  your  own  food  during  the  war  so  more 
could  be  sent  to  the  boys  overseas.  Restaurants, 
always  the  heart  of  the  neighborhood,  thrived. 
Then,  places  that  sold  liquor  couldn't  say  they 
did;  thus,  the  famous  "B"  (for  beer)  Garden 
Restaurant  which  was  located  for  many  years  at 
Union  and  Columbus. 

To  help  finance  their  children  through 
Catholic  school  Helen  worked  as  a  receptionist 
at  Telegraph  Hill  Center's  clinic.  Sunday  Mass 
was  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church  where  the 
kids  were  baptized.  When  the  church  reopened 
as  a  National  Shrine  last  February,  Arthur  said,  "I 
don't  think  there's  a  lovelier  church  in  the  world," 
noting  professionally  that  the  white  oak  lumber 
used  to  make  the  pews  almost  a  century  ago 
would  be  impossible  to  find  today.  The  children 
worked,  too,  at  pint-sized  after-school  jobs  they 
got  paid  for.  There  was  a  war  surplus  store 
where  Donna's  is  now,  where  Kathleen  sorted 
buttons  and  nails.  Christopher  worked  at  Mel 
Figone's  hardware  store,  sweeping  up  and  run¬ 
ning  errands.  The  plum  job  was  Stephen's  who 
worked  for  the  artist  Wolo  when  he  ran  a  toy 


continued  on  page  21 
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GATEWAY  GOING  DOWN? 


Local  Activists  Vow  to  Fight 
Demolition  of  Historic  Building 

By  Victor  Peskin 

Despite  protests  of  preservationists  and  low- 
income  housing  advocates  the  beloved  Colombo 
Building,  long  considered  die  gateway  to  North 
Beach,  may  soon  meet  its  end.  The  historic 
structure  came  one  step  closer  to  an  appointment 
with  the  wrecking  ball  after  the  City  College 
Board  of  Trustees  voted  in  July  to  purchase  the 
property  to  build  an  8-story,  120-foot  high, 
Chinatown/North  Beach  campus  for  6,000 
students.  That  vote  also  approved  the  demolition 
of  the  adjacent  Fong  Building  from  which  21 
low-income  families  will  be  evicted. 

The  battle  to  save  Beaux  Arts  style  Colombo 
Building  is  far  from  over.  Members  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  and  other  city  residents 
have  vowed  to  fight  the  demolition  on  a  number 
of  fronts.  The  Friends  of  the  Colombo  Building 
filed  a  lawsuit  in  August  challenging  City 
College's  purchase  of  the  property  and  the 
adequacy  of  its  environmental  impact  report. 
Even  as  the  College  moves  forward  with  the 
project,  the  drive  to  save  the  building  is  picking 
up  momentum,  sparking  growing  neighborhood 
support  and  wide  media  attention. 

The  fight  to  save  the  Colombo  Building  is  as 
old  as  the  efforts  to  tear  it  down.  The  structure 
faced  demolition  a  decade  ago,  but  was  spared 
when  financing  problems  forced  the  building 
owner,  Pan  Magna  Group  (formerly  known  as 
Four  Seas  Investment  Corp.  of  Hong  Kong)  to 
postpone  the  project.  Again  in  1996,  it  fell  under 
the  shadow  of  demolition  when  the  Planning 
Commission  blessed  the  owner's  revised  plan  to 
tear  it  down. 


Located  at  the  corner  of  Columbus  Avenue 
and  Washington  Street,  the  Colombo  Building 
lies  at  the  base  of  downtown's  imposing  wall  of 
skyscrapers.  The  stark  contrast  between  the  two- 
story  building  and  the  mammoth  structures  in 
front  of  it  creates  a  natural  boundary  dividing  the 
wind-blown  concrete  canyons  of  downtown  from 
the  warmth  and  openness  of  North  Beach, 
Chinatown  and  Jackson  Square.  The  Colombo 
Building,  constructed  as  part  of  the  post- 1906 
reconstruction  of  North  Beach,  is  a  renowned 
architectural  jewel  with  a  number  of  significant 
architectural  features  including  its  low  height, 
Classical  Revival  styling  and  columned  rotunda. 
The  building  is  listed  on  the  State's  register  of  his¬ 
toric  resources  and  has  been  determined  eligible 
for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  Colombo  Building's  architectural  value 
is  paralleled  by  a  rich  history.  The  structure  was 
commissioned  by  Elise  Drexler,  the  city's  first 
woman  financier.  Drexler  recruited  the  Reid 
Brothers,  architects  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel  and 
among  the  city's  top  architects  of  the  early  part  of 
the  century.  According  to  a  1996  Landmarks 
Preservation  Advisory  Board  report,  "the 
Colombo  Building  is  the  only  structure  in  North 
Beach  known  to  have  been  designed  by  an 
architectural  firm  of  this  high  stature."  It  also 
embodies  an  important  part  of  North  Beach 
cultural  history  by  virtue  of  its  early  Italian  immi¬ 
grant  tenants.  Architectural  beauty  and  geograph¬ 
ical  location  has  long  made  it  a  revered  and 
unique  city  landmark.  "Whatever  you  do,"  former 
Supervisor  Angela  Alioto  urged  City  College 
trustees,  "don't  tear  down  that  little  building.  It's 
part  of  the  heart  and  soul  of  San  Francisco." 

Likewise,  the  drive  to  save  the  Colombo 
Building  is  a  central  part  of  a  larger  historical  bat¬ 
tle  being  fought  in  North  Beach  and  in  neighbor 
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hoods  throughout  the  city  for  the  heart  and  soul 
of  San  Francisco.  It  is  a  past  and  present  battle 
waged  over  preserving  the  city's  distinctive  and 
world  famous  residential  neighborhoods  from  the 
juggernaut  of  downtown  development.  Grass¬ 
roots  activism  has  long  been  the  pivotal  force  that 
has  preserved  the  integrity  of  the  city's  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  San  Francisco  "would  be  less  admirable 
today  were  it  not  for  an  extraordinary  popular 
upheaval  against  the  wrecking  ball  and  new 
construction,"  wrote  Richard  A.  Walker  in  an 
essay  published  in  the  new  City  Lights 
Anthology,  Reclaiming  San  Francisco. 
"Nowhere  else  in  America  was  such  opposition 
as  successful  as  in  postwar  San  Francisco,  and 
this  revolt  conserved  much  of  what  makes  the 
city  livable." 

But  as  the  current  controversy  over  the 
proposed  demolition  illustrates,  the  achievements 
of  the  past  are  not  guaranteed  to  last.  The  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  1913  Colombo  Building  and  the 
1910  Fong  Building  with  the  new  City  College 
campus  would  breach  the  wall  separating  North 
Beach  from  downtown  and  pave  the  way  for  a 
line  of  skyscrapers  along  Columbus  Avenue. 

The  Colombo  Building's  importance  as  an 
aesthetic  barrier  against  downtown  expansion 
was  aptly  described  by  Scott  Ostler  of  the 
Chronicle,  who  recently  wrote  that  the  Building 
stands  behind  "an  invisible  retaining  wall  that 
runs  along  Washington  Street...  The  invisible 
wall  appears  to  be  holding  back  a  glacier  of  stone 
and  steel.  But  that  wall  could  crumble  at  any 
moment  under  the  glacier's  advance."  When  the 
Colombo  Building  faced  the  wrecking  ball  in 
1988,  another  Chronicle  writer  offered  his 
thoughts  on  the  structure's  significance.  "The 
Colombo  building,"  Jon  Carroll  wrote,  "is  that 
lovely  triangular  edifice  at  the  foot  of  Columbus, 
where  North  Beach  stops  and  serious  money 
begins." 


The  power  of  serious  money  is  key  to  under¬ 
standing  why  City  College  officials,  with  the 
blessing  of  city  leaders,  want  to  tear  down  an 
historic  landmark  and  evict  low-income  families 
from  their  homes.  The  current  plans  for  a  new 
campus  (to  replace  City  College's  existing  facili¬ 
ty  on  Filbert  Street)  is  part  of  a  tangled  story  that 
dates  back  to  the  infamous  eviction  of  elderly 
Filipino  tenants  from  the  International  Hotel. 
The  brutality  of  the  nighttime  eviction  of  the 
hotel's  residents  shocked  the  city.  Since  its  demo¬ 
lition  in  1979,  the  I-Hotel  site  has  stood  vacant, 
the  lost  housing  never  replaced. 

In  1987,  the  Planning  Commission  approved 
a  development  that  would  have  enabled  Pan 
Magna  Group  to  build  low-income  housing  on 
the  I-Hotel  site  at  the  corner  of  Kearny  and 
Jackson  streets.  In  exchange  for  providing  the 
housing,  the  city  allowed  Pan  Magna  to  tear 
down  the  Colombo  Building  to  make  way  for  an 
office  building.  But  financing  problems  derailed 
the  project.  Then  in  December  1996,  the 
Planning  Commission  approved  a  similar  devel¬ 
opment.  This  opened  the  way  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  104  low-income  units,  a  Catholic  school 
and  an  underground  parking  garage  on  the 
I-Hotel  site  as  well  as  offices  or  market-rate 
housing  on  the  Colombo  Building  site. 

The  issue  took  a  more  complicated  and  con¬ 
sequential  turn  when  Pan  Magna  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  sell  the  Colombo  Building  property 
to  City  College  in  May,  1997.  To  accommodate 
its  158,000  square-foot  facility,  the  College  said 
that  along  with  the  Colombo  Building  it  also  had 
to  demolish  the  21  low-income  units  in  the  adja¬ 
cent  Fong  Building.  Overnight,  the  size  of  the 
project  had  doubled,  underscoring  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  holding  downtown  behind  the  Colombo 
Building.  Activists  say  that  evicting  the  Fong 
Building  residents  will  undermine  the  city's 
pledge  to  repair  the  damage  of  the  I-Hotel 


continued  on  page  21 
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4  GENERATIONS  ON  GRANT 

Continued  from  Page  15 

store  called  "Happy  Things". 

When  you  could  still  identify  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  by  its  telephone  exchanges  (in 
North  Beach  they  were  SUtter,  DOuglas, 
EXbrook  and  GArfield),  Helen  and  Arthur 
moved  into  their  own  home  on  Filbert 
Street,  a  pre-cut  house  from  Holland  that 
came  around  the  Horn,  now  graced  by  a 
lavishly  thriving  Canadian  Ash  they  plant¬ 
ed  as  a  sapling. 

The  children  grew  up  and  moved 
away-but,  wisely,  not  too  far  away. 
Kathleen's  daughter  Justine  has  run  a  shop, 
Bella  Donna,  in  Hayes  Valley  for  several 
years.  She  decided  to  open  Lilith,  just  a 
block  from  where  her  grandfather  started 
his  business,  for  several  reasons.  "I  like 
running  a  small  business  in  small  neighbor¬ 
hoods,"  Justine  said.  "Here,  I'm  near  my 
grandparents  and  have  neighbors  like  Slips, 
Columbine,  Aria  and  Mac  whose  tastes  are 
close  to  my  own."  The  decorating  firm  Fun 
Display  created  a  homey,  living-room  feel 
for  Lilith's  where  customers  can  take  all  the 
time  they  want  trying  on  different  pieces  of 
clothing  from  the  French  collection.  The 
customer  base  is  primarily  North  Beach 
women  who  put  together  their  own  "looks" 
for  any  occasion  by  choosing  items  that  go 
together;  the  different  colors  are  researched 
to  compliment  each  other.  "We  don't  pay 
attention  to  fads,"  Justine  said.  "This  is 
well-made  quality  clothing  that  can  be 
worn  year-round." 

Stop  by  and  welcome  Justine  and  Max 
(back  to)  the  neighborhood  where  Helen 
and  Arthur  have  been  at  home  for  over  50 
years.  ❖ 


ORGAN  VIRTUOSI,  VOICES  AND  VIOLINS: 

FREE  SUNDAY  CONCERTS  4:00  PM  AT 
THE  SHRINE  OF  ST.  FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI, 

610  VALLEJO  STREET  (AT  COLUMBUS). 
SCHEDULE: 

September 

20  Organ  Recital  by  John  Walko 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  Berkeley 

27  Organ  Recital  by  John  Renke,  Shrine  of  St.  Francis 
of  Assisi 

October 

4  Concert  by  Cantores  in  Ecclesia,  Portland,  Oregon 

1 8  Music  for  Violin  and  Organ 

Gretchen  Sauer,  Violin  &  John  Renke,  Organ 

25  Music  for  Trumpet  and  Organ 

Carole  FClein,  Trumpet  &  John  Renke,  Organ 
November 

1  Music  for  the  Dead 

Concert  by  the  Schola  Cantorum 

8  Organ  Recital  by  David  Hatt 

Hillcrest  Congregational  Church,  Pleasant  Hill 

15  Organ  Recital  by  John  Renke,  Shrine  of  St.  Francis 
of  Assisi 

22  Music  for  Soprano  and  Harpsichord 
Jennifer  Ellis  &  Gilbert  Martinez 

The  Shrine  Church  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  is  a  place  of 
pilgrimage  for  people  of  all  faiths  from  around  the  world. 
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Your  Hosts: 
Chef  Rick  Hackett 
S  Meredith  Melville, 
Mark  Mcleod 


Open  seven  days  a  week 
Live  jazz  nightly 


Monday-Thursday 


11:30  A.M.-  11:30  P.M. 

Private  parties 

MAY  BE  ARRANGED 


I  D  E  W  A  L  K 
A  F  E 


Friday-Saturday 
11:30  A.M.  -  12:30  P.M. 

Sunday 
11:30  a.m.  -  II  P.M. 

Valet  parking 


504  Broadway  at  Kearny,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
phone  415  •  982  •  6223  fax  415  •  397  •  7244 


Unione  Sportiva  Restaurant 

Family-owned,  family-style  Italian  Dining  Sincel963 
Newly  remodeled  &  refurbished. 

Monday-Friday  Breakfast:  7  a.m.-  11  a.m. 

Lunch:  11  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m. -12  a.m. 

Saturday-Sunday  Brunch:  8  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m.-  12  a.m. 

Your  Hosts:  Chef  Rick  Hackett  &  Al  Cipollina 

431  Columbus  at  Stockton,  San  Francisco  • 


415-362-6251 


401  Col  limbus  at  Vallejo, 
San  Francisco 

415-392-1472 


Ill 


Ristorante  and  ciccbetti  bar — tapas  in  tbe 
Ital  ian  style. 

Open  seven  clays  a  week,  1 1 :30  a.m.  to  12  a.m. 
Valet  parking 

Your  Hosts:  Ckef  Rick  Hackett 
&  Hanna  Suleiman 
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Back  to  School  —  Volunteer! 


By  June  Fraps 

September  is  back-to-school  time  for  San 
Francisco  kids,  and  it  could  be  for  you, 
too. 

San  Francisco  School  Volunteers 
(SFSV)offers  a  chance  to  become  involved  in 
our  neighborhood  schools,  on  a  regular  basis  or 
just  now  and  again,  as  your  schedule  permits. 
SFSV,  an  organization  of  some  2,000  volunteers 
founded  in  1963,  hopes  to  broaden  the  scope  of 
the  community’s  involvement  in  neighborhood 
schools. 

Our  local  schools  —  Garfield  Elementary, 
Francisco  Middle  School,  and  Galileo  High 
School  —  will  welcome  your  assistance.  While 
the  schools  are  always  in  need  of  volunteers  to 
provide  individualized  attention  to  help  students 
improve  basic  skills  in  math,  reading  and 
computers,  the  range  of  volunteer  activities  is 
broad  and  caters  to  the  interests  of  individual 
volunteers. 

As  an  individual,  you  can  help  in  the  class¬ 
room  or  tutor  individual  students.  You  could  lend 
a  hand  for  special  projects  or  for  field  trips.  Your 
business  could  participate  in  the  new  internship 
program  for  12th  grade  students  at  the  Galileo 
Academy  of  Science  and  Technology,  or  host  a 
class  for  a  day. 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  projects  —  the  possibilities 
are  endless! 

Garfield  Elementary  School 

•  Tutor  students  in  reading 
•  Participate  in  classroom  art  projects 
•  Assist  teachers  with  science  experiments 
and  demonstrations 


Francisco  Middle  School 

•  Lead  English  conversation  groups  with 
recent  immigrants 

•  Discuss  literature  with  small  groups  of 
students 

•  Work  with  individual  students  to  develop 
math  skills 

•  Supervise  Writers’  Workshops  to  help 
students  develop  ideas  and  edit  papers 

•  Participate  in  an  interactive  storytelling 
and  creative  writing  workshop 

Galileo  High  School 

•  Host  12th  grade  students  at  your  place  of 
business  for  2  weeks 

•  Help  students  write  and  revise  essays 

•  Speak  to  classes  about  careers  and  general 
job  preparation 

•  Tutor  individual  students  and  assist  class¬ 
rooms  in  all  subject  areas 

To  become  involved  in  your 
neighborhood  schools,  call 
San  Francisco  School 
Volunteers  at  274-0250,  or 
e-mail  Akiko  Yamagata  at 
sfsvmail@sfsv.org.  You’ll 
also  find  information  at: 
www.sfsv.org. 
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GATEWAY  GOING  DOWN?  (continued  from  pg  17) 

tragedy  by  replacing  the  lost  low-income  hous¬ 
ing. 

Fong  Building  residents  urged  City  College 
to  spare  their  homes,  but  the  plea  fell  on  deaf 
ears  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  voted  unanimous¬ 
ly  for  the  structure's  demolition.  “Many  of  us 
have  called  this  building  our  home  for  over  10 
years,”  the  Fong  Building  residents  said  in  a 
collective  statement  read  at  the  July  meeting.  “It 
is  a  special  place  where  seniors,  working 
parents,  and  children  all  live.  We  look  out  for 
our  neighbors,  helping  each  other  when  children 
need  babysitting  or  some  other  care...  Because 
housing  is  scarce,  we  know  that  if  we  were 
forced  to  move,  we  would  not  find  similar  hous¬ 
ing  anywhere  in  the  area.  None  of  us  want  this 
building  to  be  demolished.  We  do  not  want  to 
lose  our  homes.” 

In  the  event  of  their  eviction,  the  residents 
insisted  that  the  College  provide  a  written 
commitment  for  “comparable,  affordable... 
replacement  housing  here  in  Chinatown”  and 
inclusion  in  the  planning  process.  Flowever, 


GARAGE  WANTED  to  rent  in 
North  Beach  area.  788-9112. 


FOR  SALE  David  Myrick's 
"San  Francisco's  Telegraph  Hill" 
$125.00. 

Net  proceeds  will  be  donated  to  the  Bill 
Bailey  Cottage  project.  Call  255-6799. 


College  officials  have  not  committed  to  provid¬ 
ing  replacement  housing  for  the  displaced  Fong 
Building  tenants  and  have  not  said  when  or 
where  such  housing  would  be  built. 

College  officials  defend  their  position  by 
arguing  for  the  importance  of  education  for 
newly  arrived  immigrants.  But  local  activists 
point  out  that  there  are  other  locations  that  could 
accommodate  the  campus  without  destroying  a 
city  landmark  or  driving  tenants  from  their 
homes.  They  say  the  issue  cannot  be  simplified 
into  a  battle  between  education  against  preser¬ 
vation.  “This  isn't  about  education  versus 
history,”  Alioto  told  the  City  College  board  in 
the  July  meeting.  “The  Colombo  Building 
provides  an  education  for  this  city  through  its 
history.  It’s  a  gorgeous  little  building,  and  it 
deserves  to  stay  alive.” 

Events  of  the  next  several  months  -  both 
inside  and  outside  the  courtroom  -  will  likely 
determine  whether  this  living  part  of  San 
Francisco's  rich  heritage  will  survive  the 
onslaught  of  downtown  development. 


WANT  A  NEW  LIVING  ROOM? 

Revitalize  your  home  without 
buying  anything  new. 

"In  one  afternoon  Myrna 
transformed  our  living  room  and 
Bob's  study-rooms  that  had  given 
me  so  much  trouble-and  now  we 
love  them." 

— Jane  Winslow 

Please  call  Myrna  R.  Elgie  for  a 
brochure  or  free  consultation. 

(415)  931-4662. 

Myrna  was  recently  seen  on  Mornings  on  2” 
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PLANNING  &  ZONING  continued  from  page  8 


Meanwhile,  if  you  have  time  to 
help  we  need  it.  We  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  collect  signatures  on 
a  petition  opposing  the  project. 
THD  joined  forces  with 
Russian  Hill  Neighbors,  North 
Beach  Neighbors  and  the 
North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  purchase  a  bill¬ 
board  on  Columbus  at 
Greenwich  which  states: 
"RITE  AID.  WRONG  PLACE. 
KEEP  THE  MEGASTORE 
OUT  OF  NORTH  BEACH". 

2.  North  Beach  Garage. 
The  Municipal  Court  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  City  and  the  City's 
Parking  Authority  approved 
the  sale  of  bonds  to  fund  the 
new  garage.  We  understand 
that  “STOP'’,  the  group  fight¬ 
ing  the  garage,  has  appealed 
the  Court's  ruling. 

3.  1548  Stockton  Street 
(Chevy's  Fusio  chain). 
They're  moving  in.  THD  and 
the  Chamber's  liquor  license 
protest  awaits  a  hearing  by  the 
Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
Board.  No  hearing  has  been 
set  by  ABC  to  hear  the  protests. 


IV.  UPDATES  ON  OTHER 
PROJECTS/ISSUES 

1.  1301  Sansome  Street 
(Walters  Warehouse).  The  P 

&  Z  Committee  discussed  a 
proposal  regarding  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  beautifying  the  parking 
area  at  the  base  of  Filbert  Street 
(west  of  Sansome  Street)  or 
even  perhaps  converting  it  into 
a  mini-park.  If  parking  con¬ 
cerns  can  be  resolved,  there 
may  be  an  opportunity  for 
improving  this  entrance  to  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  conversion  of 
the  Walter's  Warehouse  into  an 
office  building.  THD  is  work¬ 
ing  with  the  residents  of  the 
Filbert  Steps  and  the  project 
sponsors  to  see  what  we  may  be 
able  to  achieve  by  working 
together. 

2.  North  Point  Theater. 

(295  Bay  Street).  The 
Committee  reviewed  a  proposal 
to  convert  the  vacant  theater 
building  to  540  units  of  mini 
storage.  Alter  discussing  the 
issue  and  hearing  from  some 
local  merchants  both  THD  and 
the  North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  wrote  letters  to  the 
Planning  Department  suggest¬ 
ing  that  they  encourage  the  pro¬ 
ject  sponsor  to  consider 


other  uses  for  the  site  and  to 
incorporate  ground  floor  retail 
space.  The  Planning 

Commission  will  hold  a  hear¬ 
ing  on  the  proposed  conversion 
on  August  20.  The  Planning 
Department  is  recommending 
that  the  Commission  deny  the 
project  as  it  is  currently  pro¬ 
posed. 

3.  1403-1405  Montgomery 
Street.  The  project  applicant's 
appeal  of  the  Planning 
Commission's  denial  of  the 
project  to  merge  these  two 
buildings  and  remove  several 
rental  units  has,  at  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  request,  not  been  heard 
by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 

4.  115  Telegraph  Hill  and 
361-377  Filbert  (Filbert 

Steps).  A  Board  of  Appeals 
hearing  on  two  separate  appeals 
of  this  project  to  demolish  three 
structures  and  replace  them 
with  a  six-level,  three  unit  con¬ 
dominium  development  has,  at 
the  developer’s  request,  been 
rescheduled  for  September. 

5.  1-Hotel/Colombo 
Building  Project.  See  article 
on  page  16  of  this  issue.  ❖ 
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SCENES  AT  THE  STREET  FAIR 

Billie  Atlas  took  these  photos  during  June's  North  Beach  Festival 


This  fair-goer  brings  a  wagon  filled  with 
cats  to  the  Blessing  of  the  Animals  ceremony 
at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church. 


Karen  Kevorkian,  Howard  Wong  and  Arthur 
Chang  sign  up  a  new  member  at  THD's  booth. 


As  always,  SFPD  provided  excellent  security. 

Could  this  officer  be  calling  the  pretty  girl,  below? 


Yep,  she  looks  like  trouble! 
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BEFORE  AND  AFTER— 

A  LOCAL  DESIGNER  RE-DESIGNS  SPACE 


Myma  Rothman  Elgie  won't  suggest 
you  go  into  debt  to  buy  the  perfect 
armoire.  A  designer,  her  operative 
word  is  "Re",  as  in  re-use  and  re-arrange  the 
things  you  already  have  to  transform  a  room 
into  the  comfy,  welcoming  space  that  you  like 
but  don't  know  how  to  achieve.  When  a  room 
"works",  people  feel  good  in  it.  Is  it  art  or  sci¬ 
ence?  "Both,"  Myma  explains,  "I  combine 
generic  Feng  Shui  and  professional  experi¬ 
ence.  My  intuition  plays  a  great  part,  as  well 
as  a  fine  art  and  design  background."  She 
works  with  clients  who  like  their  furniture, 
paintings  and  mgs  (she  suggests  you  limit 
purchases  to  things  you  really  want).  By  plac¬ 
ing  a  room's  furnishings  differently,  she  incor¬ 
porates  lifestyle  needs  into  comfortable,  beau¬ 
tiful  and  practical  spaces. 

For  example,  a  couple  who  had  merged 
their  households  into  a  Telegraph  Hill  condo 
tried  different  arrangements  that  never  felt 
quite  right.  When  Myma  came  in  she  reorga¬ 
nized  their  furniture,  pictures  and  odds  and 


ends  around  preferences  for  easy  conversation 
areas,  a  fireplace  and  a  breathtaking  view.  A 
thank  you  letter  from  a  local  artist  who  has 
lived  in  the  same  house  for  over  25  years 
acknowledges  revitalizing  changes  which  had 
never  occurred  to  her.  Another  pleased  client 
sent  the  designer  to  Virginia  to  re-do  her 
mother's  home.  Myrna  solves  problems  peo¬ 
ple  gave  up  on,  or  don't  have  time  for,  such  as 
combining  disparate  furnishings;  showcasing 
collections  of  art;  incorporating  inherited 
pieces  into  the  household,  and  transforming 
stiff  or  cluttered  offices  into  efficient  areas 
where  people  like  to  meet. 

"People  in  all  cultures  have  always  been 
deeply  concerned  about  the  correct  placement 
of  items  within  rooms,"  Myrna  says,  and  she 
has  built  her  career  around  refining  that 
instinct.  The  re-designer  who  combines 
ancient  forms  with  modem  function  lives  on 
the  Hill.  You  can  receive  a  brochure  or  set  up 
a  free  consultation  with  Myma  by  calling  her 
at  931-4662.  ❖ 


UPDATE:  WILD  PARROTS  OF  TELEGRAPH  HILL 


News  finally  worth  reading  is  available  in  "The 
Flock  Report",  a  free  monthly  handout  avail¬ 
able  at  Speedy's  at  Union  and  Montgomery. 
Internet  users  can  access  daily  reports  on 
http://www.wildparrots.com.  Mark  Bittner, 
the  flock's  caretaker,  reports  there  are  actually 
two  flocks  of  wild  parrots  in  San  Francisco. 
"Our"  parrots  fly  a  territory  that  extends  from 
the  financial  district  to  the  eastern  rim  of  the 
Presidio.  The  flock  began  in  1989  and  is  made 
up  of  the  descendants  of  six  or  more  Cherry¬ 
headed  Conures,  a  Blue-crowned  Conure,  a 
Mitred  Conure  and  some  hybrids;  conures  are 


small  parrots  native  to  South  America. 

Mark  has  fed,  studied,  photographed  and 
written  about  these  birds  for  the  past  five 
years,  also  caring  for  sick  and  injured  mem¬ 
bers.  To  help  fund  his  work,  he  has  produced 
beautiful  color  photos  of  the  birds,  making 
them  available  on  good  quality  stock  with 
matching  envelopes  to  use  as  greeting  cards. 
You  can  order  cards  by  calling  Mark  at  989- 
5909  or  email  (mbittner@slip.net).  If  you  wish 
to  help  underwrite  caretaking  costs  mail  your 
contribution  to  him  at  243  Greenwich,  SF 
94133.  ❖ 
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N APSHOTS 


by  Jerry  Hurtado 


David  Wise  moved  into  the  neighborhood  in  1986. 

Shortly  thereafter  he  joined  the  Dwellers  and 
purchased  a  fixer-upper  on  Napier  Lane  that  he 
remodeled  into  a  charming  home.  David  is  a 
psychologist,  artist,  composer  and  musician.  As  a  psy¬ 
chologist  he  works  at  Stanford  Medical  Center  where 
he  has  co-developed  a  new  treatment  for  chronic 
pelvic  pain. 

“Where  it  concerns  music,  I  believe  in  its  healing 
power,  and  I  employ  it  in  my  practice.  I  came  up  with 
an  album  entitled  Life  in  the  Slow  Lane  which  is 
about  achieving  an  inner  peace  and  encourages  the  lis¬ 
teners  to  invest  in  themselves,  and  that  seems  to  work 


David  Wise  on  the  piano  with  “Mateo"  playing  mandolin  one 
recent  Saturday  morning  at  the  Caffe  Trieste. 


well.” 

Part  of  the  North  Beach  cafe  society,  David  Wise 
loves  the  give-and-take  of  a  good  conversation  over 
espresso  while  simultaneously  painting  the  most  pas¬ 
sionately  colorful  scenes  of  landscape  and  people. 

In  February  1996  Catz  Forsman  and  Jean  Mullis 
shared  a  table  over  coffee  one  busy  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  They  began  to  talk.  Catz  is  a  postman  and  Jean  is 
an  accountant.  So  what  do  postman  and  accountant 
have  in  common?  -  In  this  case  an  abiding 
interest  in  theatre.  “In  fact!”  exclaimed  Jean;  “Our 
first  date  was  an  evening  of  romantic  comedies, 
Adventures  in  Romance,  at  the  Bannan  Place 
Theatre.” 

Catz  Forsman  came  to  San  Francisco  from 


Nevada  City  in  1981  to  study  film  at  San  Francisco 
State  University.  Upon  graduation  he  took  some  jobs 
only  tenuously 
related  to  his 
degree.  For 
example,  he 
worked  at 

Brooks  Camera 
where  he  learned 
to  fix  cameras, 
then  enterpris¬ 
ingly,  he  worked 
at  Andre’s  TV  in 
the  Sunset.  “I  told  them  I  could  read  a  schematic,  and 
that  got  me  the  job  of  home  fix-it  man.  Surprisingly  I 
did  well,  but  when  the  post  office  started  hiring  I 
leaped  at  the  chance  to  get  a  regular  job  with  decent 
pay.  That  was  in  1988.” 

Jean  Mullis  left  St.  Simon’s,  a  small  island  off  the 
Georgia  coast,  in  1979.  “I  turned  18  and  decided  it 
was  time  for  adventure,  so  I  headed  West  and  wound 
up  in  San  Francisco.  Now  I  am  an  accountant  at  a  law 
firm  that  specializes  in  environmental  defense.” 

Catz  and  Jean  are  also  actors  albeit  part-time. 
They  have  studied  and  performed  in  little  theatre  for 
many  years.  Their  conversation  is  punctuated  with 
names  like  Richard  Seyd  (Eureka  Theatre)  and  Jean 
Shelton  (Shelton  Theatre  on  Sutter  Street).  When 
they’re  not  acting,  they’re  auditioning  and  doing  read¬ 
ings.  Catz  reads  for  the  SF  Senior  Reader’s  Theatre. 
“The  people  really  enjoy  it,  and  it’s  rewarding  to  have 
fun  while  doing  good  volunteer  work.”  THDer, 
Annette  Lust,  theatre  department  director  at 
Dominican  College,  invited  Catz  Forsman  and  Jean 
Mullis  to  audition  for  parts  in  Tartuffe-the  story  of  an 
imposter  by  Moliere.  Catz  got  the  part  of  Tartuffe  and 
Jean  got  to  play  Dorine,  the  sassy  chambermaid.  The 
play  ran  for  6  months  to  good  attendance  and  reviews. 

Sean  and  Sherry  O’Donnell  were  set  on  buying  a 
building  on  Russian  Hill.  “We  thought  it  was  the 
bees  knees,  but  a  friend  who  was  convinced  against 


Catz  Forsman  and  Jean  Mullis  relaxing  at 
Caffe  Puccini. 


continued  on  page  26 
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SNAPSHOTS  continued 

our  choice  persuaded  us  to  broaden 
our  search.  He  even  arranged  15 
places  to  see  in  this  neighborhood 
in  our  price  range.  When  we  saw 
this  place  we  knew  it  was  for  us. 
That  was  in  1982,”  Sherry 
motioned  toward  the  window  with 
a  panoramic  view  of  the  financial 
district.  “Fifteen  years  ago  we 
started  our  family  here.  Our  two 
boys,  Riley  and  Trevor,  went  to  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Cooperative 
Nursery.  We  all  had  to  volunteer  a 
day  a  week,  and  I  helped  raise 
money  and  chaired  one  annual 
fundraiser.”  Sean  and  Sherry  have 
also  helped  with  THD’s  clean 
streets,  tree  plantings  and  the 
social  committee. 

Sherry  Balestra  O’Donnell  is 
a  graphic  designer.  She  grew  up  in 
Atherton  and  attended  Woodside 
High.  She  received  her  bachelor  of 
fine  arts  at  the  Academy  of  Art 
College  and  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  at 
USF-both  in  1978. 

A  native  of  Washington  DC, 


Sean  &  Sherry  O’Donnell  sit  on  their 
Kearny  Street  doorstep  with  sons  Trevor, 
and  Riley-the  junior  policeman 


Sean  O’Donnell  grew  up  in 
Georgetown  where  his  parents 
owned  a  bookstore.  He  transferred 
from  the  Maryland  Institute 
College  of  Art  in  Baltimore  to  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute  to  complete 
his  BFA  in  Photography  in  1975. 

In  1978  he  and  Sherry  married 
and  he  began  his  career  in  com¬ 
mercial  real  estate.  Ten  years  later 
Sean  opened  his  own  commercial 
real  estate  firm — -  Huntington  & 
Company.  Retiring  from  Real 
Estate  in  1993,  he  sold  Mercedes 
for  a  year  and  then  joined  a  Menlo 
Park  estate  jewelry  firm  in  1994  to 
where  he  commutes  daily  by  train. 

Beginning  this  September, 
Sean  will  pursue  his  life’s  love  of 
working  with  his  hands,  and  open 
Sean  O’Donnell  -  Handyman 
Services.  Sean  philosophizes  lyri¬ 
cally  about  the  game  of  life;  “Men 
can  not  create  life  as  women  do,  so 
we  tend  to  do  things  that  give  us 
more  immediate  results.  We  fix 
things.  Women  build  relationships. 
Men  build  things.  But  it  still  takes 
two  to  tango.” 

Sara  Gregory  hails  from 
Broken  Bow,  Oklahoma.  She 
arrived  in  San  Francisco  in 
October  1989-two  weeks  before 
the  Loma  Prieta  earthquake.  Sara 
is  a  very  busy  lady  who  involves 
herself  100%  in  whatever  she 
decides  to  do.  Sara  joined  the 
Dwellers  in  1994  and  has  since 
helped  with  the  Pioneer  Park 
Preservation  project,  the  400-tree 
project  and  served  on  the  NICE 


Sara  Gregory  is  seen  here  volunteering 
at  the  THD  information  booth  the  weekend 
of  the  Grant  Avenue  Street  Fair. 

committee.  Sara  studied  classical 
trumpet  and  sang  in  the  opera 
while  attending  South  Eastern 
Oklahoma  State  University.  So 
it's  only  natural  that  she  should 
start  the  annual  holiday  caroling 
group.  Presently  she  serves  on  the 
social  committee.  “But  that’s  for 
fun!” 

Sara  continued,  “I  work  at 
Little  City  restaurant,  and  I  am 
producing  a  late  night  television 
series  -  Live  from  the  Starlight 
Room.” 

Former  KTVU-FOX 

“Morning’s  on  2”  entertainment 
reporter,  Marcia  Kimpton,  hosts 
her  own  series  as  a  showcase  for 
great  talent  in  music,  fashion, 
arts,  and  entertainment.  Live  from 
the  Starlight  Room  is  broadcast 
on  KGO-ABC  late  Saturday 
nights  ( 1 :30am). 

Sara  explained,  “We  are  still 
in  the  pilot  stage,  but  after  com¬ 
pleting  the  first  14  half-hour 
shows  Budweiser  and  Pepsi-Cola 
love  the  show  and  have  commit¬ 
ted  to  sponsorship  in  the  Fall. 
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Here's  Another  of  Life's 


LlllLE 


Rewards. 


Now  there's  a  little  cook  in  everyone. 


Sign  up  for  the  hottest  new  event  in 
North  Beach.  Join  Chef  Jeffery  Hicks  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  every  month  for 
"What's  Cooking"  classes.  Next  class  is 
March  21,  1-3  PM.  "Stuffed  Pastas- 
Whimsical  to  Traditional". 
Cooking  classes,  lunch 
and  wine  $25.  Call  now  434-2900. 


Monday  nights  are  "Jazz  at  Little  City". 
North  Beach  favorite  John  Coppola  and 
friends  jam  from  8:30- 1 1 :30  PM. 
Telegraph  Hill  Residents-mention  the 
Semaphore  and  receive  a  complimentary 
dessert  or  glass  of  wine  at  lunch  or  dinner. 


673  UNION  STREET  -  NORTH  BEACH  •  415-434-2900 


THDS  FIRST  LOCO 


...appeared  in  the  April  13,  1955  edition  of  the 
original  "Bulletin"  which  preceded  The  Semaphore. 
Does  anyone  know  who  created  it?  If  you  have 
information  about  the  origin  of  this  drawing,  please 
callTHD  Historian  Rhoda  Robinson,  78 1 -522 1 . 


Issue  Number  145  Fall  1998  •  Page  No  28 


PRESIDENT’S  LETTER  continued  from  pg  5 


and  I  are  assisting  our  lawyer 
by  interviewing  people  who 
knew  Jack  best  and  may  have 
had  conversations  with  him 
about  his  intentions.  A  brief, 
with  accompanying  declara¬ 
tions,  will  be  filed  on  our 
behalf;  the  probate  hearing 
was  scheduled  for  August  3 1 . 

Two  years  and  nine 
months  after  the  Pioneer  Park 
Project  began,  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  put  the  pro¬ 
ject  out  to  bid.  After  thou¬ 
sands  of  volunteer  hours,  and 
after  raising  $900,000  of  the 
$1  million  needed,  seeing  the 
required  public  notice  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  August  1 
Independent  newspaper  was 
an  emotional  moment  for  com¬ 
mittee  members  who  took  time 
out  for  a  bit  of  the  bubbly.  We 
hope  to  have  ground-breaking 
before  the  winter  rains  inun¬ 
date  us.  If  you  haven't  yet  pur¬ 
chased  your  tile(s),  this  is  a 
reminder  that  having  one's 
name  etched  permanently  on  a 
stairway  near  Coit  Tower  is  a 
great  way  to  recognize  one's 
self,  friends  or  family,  and 
become  a  part  of  the  history  of 
this  special  place. 

Also  at  press  time,  our 
campaign  to  defeat  Rite-Aid  is 
in  high  gear.  "Rite-Aid, 
Wrong  Place"  is  the  message 
on  a  billboard  at  Columbus 
and  Greenwich,  placed  there 


and  paid  for  by  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors,  North  Beach 
Neighbors,  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
THD.  Our  strategy  includes 
lobbying  City  Hall  via  letters, 
phone  calls  and  petitions. 
Press  releases  are  being  sent  to 
all  media;  petitions  are  circu¬ 
lating  throughout  the 
Northeast  Quadrant.  Recently, 
we  collected  signatures  at  the 
North  Beach  Jazz  Festival  and 
at  the  Farmer's  Market.  When 
I  asked  a  woman  at  the  Market 
to  sign  a  petition  she  asked 
me,  "Why  don't  you  stop  Ben 
and  Jerry's?"  My  response— 
"Why  didn't  you  stop  Ben  & 
Jerry's?"  I  followed  by  saying 
that  we  are  all  volunteers  and 
that  our  success  is  measured 
by  the  involvement  of  our 
members  who  give  time  and/or 
money  to  support  our  caus¬ 
es.  I  gave  her  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  membership;  I  hope 
she  completes  it  and 
becomes  part  of  our  com¬ 
munity.  This  segues  into  a 
plea  to  THD  members  to 
watch  for  a  mailing 
announcing  the  date  of  the 
Rite-Aid  hearing  before  the 
City  Planning  Commission 
in  September.  I  have  asked 
Commission  President 
Hector  Chinchilla  to  hold  a 
special  evening  hearing  in 
North  Beach,  rather  than 
City  Hall,  to  afford  greater 
opportunity  for  public  com¬ 


ment.  We  need  to  demonstrate 
awesome  community  support 
by  turning  out  huge  numbers 
at  the  hearing.  All  we  need  is 
your  presence;  of  course,  you 
may  also  make  a  two-minute 
statement. 

Finally,  for  those  of  you 
who  missed  opening  night  of 
the  North  Beach  Jazz  Festival 
at  Coit  Tower,  it  should  be  on 
your  must-not-miss  list  for 
next  year.  After  a  year  of 
meticulous  planning,  Alistair 
and  Herve  produced  a  spectac¬ 
ular  happening,  complete  with 
a  light  show  on  Coit  Tower. 
Its  effectiveness  could  be  mea¬ 
sured  by  the  fact  that  Mayor 
Brown  stayed  for  the  entire 
concert  when  thirty  minutes  is 
usually  his  maximum  stay  at 
events.  ❖ 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 

(415)981-4220 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  NORTH  BEACH  LIBRARY 

2000  Mason  Street  at  Columbus  Avenue 


Research  the  Beat  Generation 

Quick!  Name  10  Beat  writers  who  are  not 
Ginsberg,  Kerouac,  Ferlinghetti,  Burroughs, 
Cassady,  DiPrima,  Snyder,  McClure,  Corso 
or  Kaufman.  The  answer  can  be  found  in  the 
Beat  Writer's  Collection  at  the  North  Beach 
Branch  Library.  Librarian  Gardner  Haskell 
has  put  together  a  one-stop  reference  center 
for  poetry  from  the  era,  plus  fiction,  biogra¬ 
phies  and  history.  The  collection  of  250 
books  do  not  circulate.  Researchers  can 
come  into  the  library  or  access  collection 
titles  online  (http://sfpl.lib.ca.us/nbe/beat- 
main.html),  along  with  a  list  of  Beat  authors 
and  related  World  Wide  Web  sites. 

A  free  map  of  key  North  Beach  Beat  Sites  is 
available  at  the  library.  Gardner  adds: 
"Because  so  many  people  have  come  in  ask¬ 
ing  for  information  about  Beat  writers,  we 
created  this  self-guided  walking  tour.  Please 
feel  free  to  inform  us  of  locations  we  may 
have  left  off  the  map." 

Special  Programs  at  the  Children 's  Library 

Children's  Librarian  Jensa  Woo  announces 
the  following  Fall  events: 

Tuesday,  9/22  at  10:30  AM-Los  Palomitos,  a 
singing  duo,  returns  to  the  North  Beach 
Library  to  perform  traditional  and  original 
folk  songs  from  Latin  America;  suitable  for 
ages  3  and  older.  This  program  is  sponsored 
by  the  Friends  of  the  Library  and  is  part  of 
San  Francisco  Public  Library’s  citywide 
Latino-Hispanic  Heritage  Festival. 


Just  in  time  for  Halloween— Join  us  for  a 
mask-making  workshop  conducted  by  Nikki 
Ausschnitt  on  Thursday,  October  29  at  3:45 
PM.  Use  recycled  office  products  and  basic 
art  supplies  to  make  a  wearable  mask. 
Suitable  for  ages  6  and  older. 

The  library  also  features  weekly  story  time  or 
film  programs  for  infants,  toddlers  and 
preschoolers.  Contact  our  staff  at  274-0270 
to  find  out  more  about  these  and  additional 
programs  coming  up  this  Fall.  ❖ 


What 


San  Francisco 

Is  Coming  To. 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 
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WE'RE  A  PART 

OF  YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 

SOTHEBY’S 

International  Realty 

San  Francisco  Brokerage 
432  Jackson  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 


WHEN  WE  TAKE  YOUR  LISTING 
WE  TAKE  IT  TO  THE  WORLD 


Danielle  Chavanon 
415  296  2224 


Michael  Bruno 
415  296  2210 
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THD  Committees  Need  You... 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD's  commit¬ 
tees,  meet  and  work  with 
your  fellow  Hill  Dwellers  to 
improve  life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Neighborhood 

Beautification 

Co-chairs  Suzanne  Nelson, 
986-6210;  Staci  Shember, 
434-4625.  Creates  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  improve,  beautify,  and 
preserve  the  Hill.  Through  its 
awards  program,  recognizes 
individuals  and  businesses 
who  enhance  our  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Facilitates  cleanup,  gar¬ 
dening  and  grafitti  removal. 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to 
take  emergency  disaster 
response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 

Parking  and  Traffic. 

Howard  Wong,  982-5055. 
Represents  THD  before  City 
agencies  on  traffic  control, 
curb  markings  and  Muni  ser¬ 
vice,  cooperating  with  other 
neighborhood  groups. 


Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Ongoing  project 
enhances  the  open  space 
around  Coit  Tower,  improving 
accessibility  and  safety 
through  planning,  landscaping 
work  parties  and  fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Co¬ 
chairs  Aaron  Peskin,  986- 
7014;  Nancy  Shanahan,  986- 
7094.  Monitors  and  reviews 
proposed  development  pro¬ 
jects  for  consistency  with 
applicable  City  ordinances. 
Works  with  Planning 
Department  staff  and  repre¬ 
sents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 

Administrator  and  other  regu¬ 
lating  bodies  to  protect  his¬ 
toric  resources  and  maintain 
neighborhood  character. 
Assists  members  to  learn  more 
about  and  participate  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  zoning  issues. 

STANDING 

COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 


Membership.  James 

Attwood,  433-6118.  As  pre¬ 
scribed  in  bylaws  for 
Financial  Secretary. 

Program.  Co-chairs  Diana 
Blank,  986-2633;  Mary 
Purdy-Read,  433-9626. 
Arranges  social  events, 
including  quarterly  member¬ 
ship  meetings  and  get- 
acquainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and 
staff  produce  a  quarterly  mag¬ 
azine  for  THD  members. 


This  may  be  your 
last  Semaphore 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  6/1/98  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has 
lapsed  and  we  hope  you’ll  rec¬ 
tify  that  situation  with  a  check. 
If  you  think  our  records  are 
incorrect  or  you  are  in  doubt 
about  your  membership  status, 
please  call  James  Attwood, 
433-6 1  1 8,  or  drop  a  note  to 
THD,  Membership,  PO  Box 
330159,  San  Francisco  CA 
94133.  We  want  to  keep  you 
with  us! 
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San  Francisco’s 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

The  Women's  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


Best  Kept  Secret 


♦  1 906  Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 


(Si  TJ 

> 


Z 

T) 

73 

> 

Z 


0 

CO 

o 

X 

o  w 

55  2 

O  cti 

O 

O 

> 

CO 

■N 

o> 
to 


■4 

I 

m 

H 

m 

r 

m 

a 

73 

> 

■v 

I 

I 

r 

r 

D 

£ 

m 

r 

r 

m 

73 

v> 


"0  U) 
ft  6) 
3  3 

1  J 

2  3 

o  n 


*0 

c 

03 

> 

w 

c 

r~ 

6 

TJ 

o 

u> 

<-♦ 

X 

$ 

CJ 

(O 

m 

O 

> 


THD  CALENDAR 

•  1  st  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  October  3. 
November  7.  December  5.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For 
more  information  call  391-9919. 

•  Saturday,  September  19  at  3:00  PM.  informal  new 
member  party  sponsored  by  the  Neighborhood 
Beautification  Committee.  See  details  in  this  issue's 
Committee  report. 

•  October:  THD  Cocktail  Party.  Date,  location  and  time 
on  postcard  invitation. 

•  November:  General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting. 
Date,  location  and  time  on  postcard  invitation. 

•  Sunday,  December  6.  Holiday  Party  at  Julius  Castle. 
Time  and  details  on  postcard  invitation. 

Monthly  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning :  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and 
location  986-7070. 

Parking  &  Traffic :  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at 
Little  City  Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

Neighborhood  Beautification.  First  Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  986-6210  or  434-4625. 


